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From:                                         CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Sent:                                           Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:22 PM
To:                                               Maureen Gaffney
Cc:                                               Compliance, PPS (ECN); TheStack
Subject:                                     RE: SF Bay Trail Comments on Potrero Power Station Mixed Use Development Project DEIR
 
Your comments were received and added to the administrative record.
 
Rachel Schuett, Senior Planner
Environmental/Transportation Team, Environmental Planning Division
San Francisco Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415.575.9030| www.sfplanning.org
San Francisco Property Information Map
 
 

From: Maureen Gaffney <mgaffney@bayareametro.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2018 5:00 PM
To: CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Subject: SF Bay Trail Comments on Potrero Power Station Mixed Use Development Project DEIR
 

 

Dear Ms. Rachel Schuett,
 
The Bay Trail Project plans, promotes and advocates for the implementation of a continuous 500‐mile bicycling and walking
path around the entire San Francisco Bay.  When complete, the trail will pass through 47 cities, all nine Bay Area counties, and
will cross seven toll bridges.  More than half the length—355 miles—of the shoreline Bay Trail has been developed, connecting
neighborhoods, schools, parks, and transit centers, and providing a unique alternative commute corridor. The mission and goal
of the Bay Trail is for a Class I multi‐use path fully separated from traffic, located as close to the shoreline as possible.
 
We at the Bay Trail are excited to finally be commenting on the Draft EIR for this project, and we are pleased to note the
frequent reference to the Trail as well as the attention given to a seamless connection to bicycle and pedestrian facilities at
neighboring Pier 70.
 
Plans and Policies
 
The list of relevant Plans and Policies omits the San Francisco Bay Trail Plan, adopted in 1989 by the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG).
 
Transportation and Circulation
 
It is extremely important that connections through the site to the waterfront, as well as the “existing” Bay Trail on Illinois are
safe, inviting and comfortable. The current facility on Illinois Street represents the least desirable form of Bay Trail—a Class II
bike lane with poor paving coupled with discontinuous, uneven sidewalks. The project development should include
improvements to the bike lanes and sidewalks on Illinois Street as part of the project.
 
Page 4.E‐15 states that “Class II bikeways are bicycle lanes striped within the paved areas of roadways and established for the
preferential use of bicycles. They include a striped, marked and signed bicycle lane buffered from vehicle traffic.” Class II bike
lanes are generally not “buffered from vehicle traffic.” Class IV facilities are buffered, and the distinction is important so that
the reader/commenter can fully understand the type of facility that is being proposed.
 
Page 4.E‐17 states that “At various locations, the Bay Trail consists of paved multi‐use paths, dirt trails, bicycle lanes, sidewalks
or city streets signed as bicycle routes.” This is not accurate. As noted above, the Bay Trail’s mission is a Class I, fully separated

http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://propertymap.sfplanning.org/


bicycle and pedestrian facility located as close to the shoreline as feasible. When no option for a shoreline alignment is
possible, as is currently the case along Illinois Street, the Bay Trail Steering Committee can decide, on a case‐by‐case basis, to
accept Class II or Class IV bike lanes and sidewalks as “complete” Bay Trail. The Bay Trail does not recognize Class III bicycle
routes as an acceptable trail facility within our system—Class III bike routes are considered gaps until such time as they can be
upgraded to Class I, or II/IV with sidewalks.
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments, and please add me to the “interested parties” list.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen Gaffney
 
Principal Planner
SF Bay & Water Trail Programs
ABAG/MTC
(415) 820‐7909
 
 
 
 
 
 


